2016 IMPACT REPORT
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fter a dozen messages, the person I was mentoring told me that even
though he still doesn’t believe there is a God, he now respects those
who do. That was a big change from the initial, somewhat hostile
message he had sent in. We don’t know whether he will eventually become a
Christian, but he is one step closer to Jesus now. I was able to help him trust a
Christian from my office in Canada, while he sat in his house in Ireland.
The Life Project is about helping people know Jesus, one conversation at a time.
With over half the world now connected to the Internet, technology allows us to
reach more people with the hope of Jesus than ever before. Crowds — over
20,000 individuals — come to our websites every single day. Many of them are
hurting and searching for answers and have no one they trust enough to confide
in face to face. We invite them to talk to one of our over 1000 online mentors
who are trained to listen compassionately and point the way to Jesus.
My team of staff are passionately working to improve the tools that mobilize and
assist our volunteer mentors to have fruitful spiritual conversations with people
from all around the world.
2016 was a year of renewed focus and vision for us. Through prayer and
discussion, we decided on a God-sized vision. This vision will require everything
we’ve got, and of course everything God has to empower us daily.
I hope this report will help to encourage you as a prayer warrior, mentor, or
donor for the ministry of The Life Project as we work together to see this vision
become reality.
Thank you for partnering with us!

Sheldon Kotyk
Director, The Life Project

OUR VISION IS TO SEE

5000
MENTORS
L E A D I N G

MILLION
1
PEOPLE CLOSER TO

JESUS
BY THE END OF

We currently mobilize
1,125 mentors.

2020

IMPACT
AT A GLANCE
Isolated and struggling individuals,
in the millions, have come to our
websites, read our biblically-based
content, and received an invitation
to talk to a mentor. Thousands of
spiritual conversations have taken
place to lead people closer to
Jesus. Thank you for your
partnership and prayers to
help make this happen!

These statistics account for all
branches of our ministry in 2016.

Webpage Views
11.7 Million

Website Visitors
8.7 Million

Exposures to the Gospel
1.5 Million
Chatroom Visits
129,000

Partnering
Organizations
& Churches
20
Active Mentors
1,125

Incoming Messages
89,000
Social Media
Followers
42,000

Indicated
Decisions
for Christ
9,800

Mentors Trained
Since 2014
2,457

HIGHLIGHTS
New Design for IssuesIFace.com — In the fall we launched a new design for this site which
generates around 300 mentoring requests per month. Many of our most fruitful conversations
begin through this site. 16 new stories were added to compel readers to connect with a mentor.
Enhanced Mentoring Software (TMM.io) — Our tech team has been busy adding valuable
features to make this platform even more effective for facilitating spiritual conversations.
TheLifeProject.com — This website underwent a redesign to better communicate our mission
and vision. We have received very positive feedback about the clarity of our new messaging,
which has been confirmed by more donations through the site.
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God is
transforming lives through
the dedication of our mentors
who are busy sharing the Gospel
internationally from their own
homes or offices. Here are a
few of our favourite stories →

A suicidal woman wrote in after reading our story on IssuesIFace.com
called “Sexual Abuse: Hidden Things.” She connected with a mentor
who could identify with her struggle, having journeyed through
the long process of finding healing from sexual abuse. In the
course of their correspondence, the mentee wrote:

GOD
JAMS
GUN
A

“I just wanted someone to know and understand how bad it has
gotten for me. When I sent the last message to you, I was done
and was going to end it. I got my gun out, sat there for quite a
while, prayed for forgiveness, and then I stuck it to my head.
I attempted to pull the trigger but it wouldnʼt fire, I couldnʼt
believe it. At that moment, I knew Jesus was present and he
had intervened. I called a friend of mine, told her what
happened, and she took me to the hospital.”
They continued to journey together. Later the woman gave an update:

“Thank you for your continued prayers. I am visiting some friends
and working very hard to put my life back together again. It has
been a hard road, nothing has been easy, each day seems to be
another memory to work through, but I’m doing it day by day.
Thanks again for your prayers.”
She continued to improve and then wrote that she got a new job
that she loves. Then in one of the last messages, she said,

“I want to thank you for being there for
me, you are the one who ultimately
helped me find my way back to
God. I trusted no one but there
was something about you that
led me to take a chance and
reach out for help. I can’t tell
you how much it meant to me to
see a message from you, words of
encouragement, and real concern for me.
It meant more than you could ever know. Thank you for your
kindness, your time, and most of all, your prayers on my behalf.”

JESUS

LEADING

MOM TO

One of our mentors had been
helping a teen through her struggles
when this exciting news came in:

“Visiting with my parents was fun this weekend. We actually sat down and
ate supper as a family and we made supper as a family. And when I
was talking to them about how I felt about some things, they
actually listened to me. And it was awesome. My
parents even went to church with us on Sunday....
The last song I sang was “My Redeemer Lives,”
and as I was singing the last verse, and the choir
was singing their part, the pastor asked if anyone
needed prayers to come to the front. Well, my
mother came to the front and kneeled
down. And when my grams came to
pray with her, she asked the Lord
into her life.... It was so
awesome to see that! Now I
am also asking to keep
praying that my
father will come
to know the
Lord,
too….”

FORGIVENESS
AFTER 50 YEARS
After reading our article,
“The Power of Forgiveness,”
one of our readers responded:

“This article just helped me make a decision to
forgive. I haven’t been able to let go for 50 years.
This will change my life…. Thank you so much for
your courage and faith and for sharing it with us.”

A MARRIAGE

RESTORED

A man reached out because of his crumbling
marriage and started to journey with one of our
mentors. He later gave this update to his mentor:

“My wife and I are now going to church together every Sunday and to
counseling together as a couple. We've been going out a lot and
spending our weekends together! She tells me she loves me
and sends me texts throughout the day just to say hi
and that she's thinking about me. Feels really
great! … Iʼve been praying still, but my prayers
are evolving. It feels really good to pray and not
be crying, LOL. My prayers are very focused and
strong. My faith in God has increased, no doubt.
... I hope you are doing well; Iʼm really thankful
for all your prayers. You offered prayers for me
when I didnʼt have the words, and I will always
be grateful for that. God bless.”

ASSURANCE
OF
SALVATION
One of our mentors
received this message
from a young man he
was journeying with:

“Tonight was not a good
night. I wanted to stay home and
just hide from everyone and
everything. Instead, I walked over to the
neighborhood park and I prayed. I asked
God for His forgiveness, I confessed my
sins, I told Him that I wanted Him in my
life, that I wanted Him to run my life
and guide me. After that, I read the link
you sent and I feel more assured now of
salvation than I did a few days ago. I feel
like a burden has been lifted from my
shoulders. What do I do now?”
After receiving this message, the mentor continued to disciple him.

MINISTÈRE
FRANÇAIS

Webpage Views
831,000

FRENCH
Website Visits
633,000

Exposures to the Gospel
111,000

Indicated Decisions for Christ
2,585
Active Mentors
25

Mentoring Software
Available in French — The
interface and training were
all translated into French and
implemented. Now we can train
and mobilize French mentors
efficiently and effectively.
Launched p2clavie.com — This site
communicates The Life Project’s vision
to French speakers for the purpose of
recruiting mentors, developing church
partnerships, and receiving donations.

One of the mentors on
the French team shared
this story about how
she helped a struggling
Christian experience
the Spirit-filled life:

“Itʼs so interesting to see how God works. A person
who had first written in because of a problem with
her spouse, stopped talking to me about that. Then
her questions were about prayer, walking in the Spirit,
and her attitude toward God and others. This has been
going on for about a month, and today she wrote me that
there has been a big improvement in her marriage!

Glory to God! This Christian who was suffering is now living in joy! Here is an
excerpt from a letter she wrote to thank me: ‘I am now feeling really good
and that is because of your prayers and the Holy Spirit. I am just now
beginning to experience His goodness for every day that Jesus gives me.
Thank you for guiding me in my daily walk. You are right that the
Christian life is possible because of the Holy Spirit.’”

MINISTRY

Zahra* came from a Muslim family in the Middle East. Many years ago her father left Islam to follow
the Christ. Her father shared his new faith with his wife, but she refused to listen. When his wife's
Muslim family learned of his new faith, they insisted on a divorce and disowned him. Zahra’s
mother became more radical. She started teaching her children to hate Christians and she hired a
Muslim lmam (priest) to teach them to memorize the Quran.
At university, Zahra started wearing the Islamic niqab (face veil). During her studies she met a
Christian girl and tried to convert her. They had very good discussions about Islam and Christianity,
and after a long time of searching, it was Zahra who converted, leaving Islam and accepting
Jesus as her Lord and Savior. Later her mother noticed the change and persecuted her.
Zahra asked her Christian father for help and support.
He connected her with an underground church to help
her grow spiritually and to meet other believers.
Zahra met a former Muslim young man whose family
didn’t know that he had left Islam for Christ. They got
married according to Islamic laws, but after having a
baby, her husband’s family found out about their faith.
Under great pressure, her husband returned to Islam. He found a very good paying job in Saudi
Arabia where he is living now without her but still supporting them financially.
Zahra was very hurt when her husband returned to Islam. She was looking for help,
encouragement, and prayer. Over seven months ago, she visited our Arabic ministry chat room.
We regularly minister compassion to many Muslim background believers like Zahra, who come
to us, feeling isolated and who have been persecuted.
Zahra introduced her husband to our Arabic team, especially to the former Muslim members
online. They are meeting regularly with him through a private chat room to answer his questions.
Recently Zahra joined to mentor Arab women who are searching for the truth or facing
persecution.
Please pray for Zahra and her husband — that she would continue to be effective in reaching out
as a mentor, and that her husband would be persuaded to return to Christ.

*name changed for security

ARABIC

MINISTRY

Arabic Bible Downloads
5,200

Expanded Chat Room Hours —
Increased from 6 hours per day to 18 hours
per day, with two new volunteer teams to
minister to chatters in the online church.
Egypt Trip — Arabic ministry director,
Paul Omari, traveled to Cairo last
summer to network and to encourage
over 50 volunteer mentors.

Views of Arabic-Language Jesus Film
8,300
Mentors
70

Chat Room Visits
104,500

Indicated
Decisions
for Christ
169

Exposures to
the Gospel
1,648

Summer Islamic Festival — Last July, the
Arabic team distributed 500 Jesus Film
DVDs at this cultural event in Ottawa and
engaged many Muslims in spiritual conversations.

Website Visits
135,000

Webpage Views
238,963

OUR
HEROES
“From
the time I was little, I had three
ambitions in life: to be a pianist, a mother, and a
missionary. I learned to play the piano from a young
age and still love playing it to this day. And I was
blessed to become a mother to two children.
Even though I enjoyed ministry to others through
church and community opportunities, the dream
of becoming a missionary didn’t really happen. It
was only after I retired that God made that a reality.
Now, as an online missionary with The Life Project I
get to connect with people from around the world right
from where I live, helping them to discover Jesus.”

PRISCILLA

Mentoring for over 12 years
From 150 Mile House, British Columbia
You can watch
Priscilla’s full story at
thelifeproject.com/priscilla

We are so incredibly proud of our mentors! They regularly give of their time and energy
to listen empathetically to those in need and to point the way to Jesus. In 2016, we had
the honour of capturing a few of our veteran mentors on film. It was wonderful to hear
their stories and to witness their enthusiasm for sharing Christ online.

Your financial contributions go
directly to mobilizing mentors like
Gordon and Margaret. Thank you!

“The most
rewarding time in
mentoring is when
the person you are
conversing with
comes to the point of
faith — of accepting the
Lord Jesus into their life
and giving Him the
lordship over their
life.”

“The
other very rewarding time
is when someone who

GORDON &
MARGARET
Mentoring for over 8 years
From Melbourne, Australia

has been slipping
away from the Lord
realizes that they
need to recommit
their life and to
renew their walk with
the Lord — to be able
to encourage them to
trust Him completely —
that gives me deep
joy!”

You can watch
Gordon & Margaret’s
full story at thelifeproject.com/mentor

$

The Lord works in mysterious ways. 2016 turned out to be another
year where He provided miracle after miracle financially.

Our income in 2016
was $625,345 while
our expenses were
$629,238.

Ministry Programs
86.4%

Fundraising
8%
Administration
5.53%

The Power to Change financial year-end is June 30th.
Full audited financials can be found at p2c.com/financials.

Power to Change Ministries is a member of
the Canadian Council of Christian Charities.

DREAMING

BIG

Lord willing, by the end of the year 2020, we will be
able to see 1 million people moving closer to Jesus. It
is a lofty goal, but we’re depending on the Lord and
working hard to get there. We know it can only happen
if God impresses on the hearts of His people to continue volunteering, funding
The Life Project, and spending time praying for those involved.
We deeply appreciate your continued involvement with us. Together with you,
we are helping the world to discover and know Jesus, one conversation at a
time!

5000 mentors leading
one million people closer to
Jesus by the end of 2020.
We currently
mobilize 1,125
mentors.

thelifeproject.com
p2clavie.com
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